
Overview 

Charles Robert Darwin (1809-1882) was an English naturalist and biologist.   

He is best known for his work on the theory of                                                     

evolution—explaining how living things change over                                                

time and become what they are. 

He went on a famous sea voyage in 1831 on a ship                                                 

called the HMS Beagle and visited many places around                                           

the world collecting animal and plant samples. 

His most famous book of research—’The Origin of the                                              

Species’ - gave evidence about evolution that has                                                       

taken place and a theory about how evolution works.                                               

This theory is called natural selection. 

Darwin has been described as one of the most influential humans in history.  

After his death, he was honoured with a burial in Westminster Abbey.  

Answers to Important Questions and Key Vocabulary 

What did 

Darwin do 

on HMS 

Beagle? 

 In the Victorian times, the world was being 

explored by the British empire.  Darwin 

visited locations all across the world, many 

that hadn’t been visited by naturalists ever 

before.  Darwin was the naturalist on the 

voyage of the HMS Beagle.  He was 

responsible for observing plants and 

animals and collecting samples to be 

experimented on back in Britain.   

Key Vocabulary 

Charles Darwin 

HMS Beagle 

scientist 

naturalist 

evolution 

biologist 

adaptation 

species 

expedition 

Victorian 

natural selection 

Galapagos 

Islands 

ancestry 

extinct 

variation 

fossil 

inheritance 

mutation 

offspring 

 

Why is his 

visit to the 

Galapagos 

Islands so 

famous? 

 The Galapagos Islands are a series of 

islands in the Pacific Ocean off South 

America.  Darwin noticed how the finches 

(birds) there differed from island to island.  

Darwin found out that the birds were able 

to quickly evolve in this closed off 

environment. 

Why did his 

theory get 

criticised? 

 Britain was a strongly Christian country in 

the Victorian era.  Some of Darwin’s work 

was seen to go against the teachings of 

the Bible (especially the creation story) and 

so religious members of the community 

were against it.  After some time, Darwin’s 

theory eventually achieved approval from 

virtually everyone in the scientific field. 

How is 

Darwin 

remembered 

today? 

 Darwin’s work has become the foundation 

of our understanding of the natural world 

in which we live.  Many newer studies 

build on Darwin’s work.  Islands, natural 

parks, roads, schools, buildings are all 

named after Darwin.  The finches that he 

studied on the Galapagos Islands are now 

known as ‘Darwin’s Finches’. 

12th Feb 1809—

Darwin born in 

Shrewsbury 

1817—

Darwin starts 

school 

1825—fails to 

become a doctor 

at Cambridge 

University 

1826-27—Begins 

forming his own 

ideas and writing 

papers on animal 

life 

1831—HMS 

Beagle sets sail 

from Plymouth to 

South America 

1840s—develops 

his ideas of 

evolution 

1859—His 

book ‘Origin of 

the Species’ is 

published 

1864—Presented with the 

Copley Medal, the highest 

scientific award of the 

Royal Society of London 

1882—Darwin 

dies of heart 

failure aged 73 

Charles Darwin Timeline 

Evolution Inheritance 

This means change over time.  It is the 

reason we have so many species on 

Earth.  It happens when there is 

competition to survive (natural 

selection) and through differences 

within a species caused by inheritance 

mutations. 

Is when something is passed on to the 

next generation.  Offspring are not 

identical to their parents.  Some of 

their characteristics are inherited and 

others are differences which are new 

in the offspring—these are called 

mutations. 

The dodo was a flightless bird from Mauritius—it failed to adapt 

to its new environment.  Humans arrived, hunted it and 

introduced other animals so it became extinct in 1681. 
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