
Why is the River Thames so important to London? 
Settlement and Trade  

Industrial revolution A time of great change in Britain between 1750 to 1900 

Population The number of people living in a particular place 

Settlement A settlement is a place where people live.  
Economy The system of how money is used within a particular country 

Agriculture The process of producing food, and fibres by farming of certain plants or raising animals 

Export Sending products to another country to sell 

Import Bring goods into the UK to sale 
Producer person or business that makes or grows goods for sale 

Trade buying or selling goods or services 

Industry The process of making products by using machines and factories 
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Industrial Revolution - From 1750 Britain went through a process of change in a 

number of key areas: 

• Agriculture – New tools, fertilizers and harvesting techniques were introduced, 
resulting in increased productivity and agricultural prosperity. 

• Industry – factories sprung up all over the country creating more efficient ways 
to produce goods such as wool, cotton and coal. The increase in factories 

brought thousands of new jobs. 
• Transport and communications - Thomas Telford built roads and canals in the 

1700s and George Stephenson and Isambard Kingdom Brunel oversaw the 
'Railway Mania' of the 1800s. There had previously been no very fast way of 

transporting goods and people around the country.  
• Technology - There were also many scientific discoveries and technological 

inventions that changed society and industry. Changes to sanitation and medical 

treatment such as the work of John Snow and Edward Jenner improved people’s 
quality of life.  

Where does our food come from? 

 


